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A popular example of this type of radio is the Midland WR120 NOAA Weather Alert Radio. 
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Text. Don’t Call.  
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 Close and lock 
all doors, 
windows and 
vents. This will 
prevent drafts and could help save 
your house.
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Evacuation Zones 

Each city and town in Lamorinda is divided into Evacuation Zones to aid first 
responders. It is not necessary for residents to know which zone they are in. The zones 
are simply a communications tool for fire, police and the Community Warning System.  

If you are interested, zone maps can be found at: https://lamorindacert.org/map-page/ 

When a disaster is eminent or has happened, police and fire officials will determine 
which zones, or parts of zones, need to be evacuated.  

 

Evacuation routes: Evacuation routes will be dependent upon the location of the 
disaster. Unlike a hurricane that always comes from one direction, fire is driven by 
wind and can come from any direction. The best way for residents to evacuate will 
depend on where the disaster is, which way it is moving if it is a fire, and which roads 
are clear enough for traffic and will be communicated in the evacuation order. Some 
routes may be used for incoming fire and rescue equipment while other routes may be 
designated for traffic in all lanes to exit the area. 

Where to go: While it is always best to leave early and get out of the area completely, at 
times that may not be possible. Temporary Refuge Areas may be set up, if appropriate, 
and you will be directed to them. If a Temporary Refuge Area is not established, find a 
large area with few trees and shelter in the center of an open area, such as a school 
playfield or golf course.   

12 

The County Sheriff’s Office Community Warning System (CWS) will 
then send an Evacuation Warning or Evacuation Order to those 
residents within the affected zones. Only hardwired landline 
telephones such as those provided by AT&T, registered VoIP phones 
and registered cell phones can be called by the CWS.  

To register your cell phones and your VoIP phones (Comcast, Vonage, Magic Jack, and 
other internet-based telephones), go to http://cococws.com/ . 

If necessary due to the scope of the disaster, the Federal Integrated Public Alert & 
Warning System (IPAWS) can be utilized to broadcast through every cell tower in 
the county. 

Evacuation Message.  When delivering an evacuation order to residents, the 
following information may be included in the evacuation message: 

 Location of the hazard 
 Route to take to evacuate 
 Location of Temporary Refuge Area 
 Time that is available to evacuate 
 What to do with pets / livestock 
 How to request assistance for those who need assistance 
 Procedures to check on the safety of neighbors 
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https://lamorindacert.org/map-page/
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CWS SAVES LIVES – register your cell phones and VoIP phones NOW at http://cococws.com  

During wildfires, the first utility to go out is frequently power. Without power you cannot do 
many things the way you normally do: open your garage door, access the internet, use the 
telephone, etc. 

A cable or landline modem connects your household devices to the internet. The modem needs 
power. An Uninterruptible Power Supply (UPS) can supply the power to keep a modem active 
for many hours. It is a device that plugs into a 110 volt wall outlet and protected devices plug 
into it. The UPS battery will keep electronic items powered for several hours. For more 
information on selection, purchase and installation, go to http://evacuate.lamorindacert.org 

A wireless telephone also requires power at the base station to connect. The same UPS can be 
used for both the telephone and a modem.  

A 450 VA UPS will power a cable modem and a wireless telephone base station for about 18-
24 hours. A small unit, like the APC BGE90M will keep you going for 4-5 hours. 

An option on newer garage door openers is a battery backup. A garage door company may be 
able to retrofit your opener or replace it. With a battery, you can open your door during a power 
outage. 

Staying informed is the best way to stay alive. To get warnings for fires and other disasters, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) broadcasts alert on Weather Radios. 
These are the same alerts that interrupt radio and television broadcasts.  

Having a Weather Radio that can automatically sound an Alert can give you time to get out to 
safety and save your life. 

Retailers sell different kinds of weather radios that are equipped with different abilities and features. You 
have to be careful which kind you purchase—many radios offer the weather band, letting you listen to 
the feed, but will not activate on individual alerts for your county. Most that provide other features, like 
a cell phone charger, hand-crank operation, flashlight, etc. do not have the critical Alert feature. There 
are some that are limited to tornados. Look for a radio, whether it is a desktop or portable, that has the 
Alert feature. For home use, a desktop model with a backup battery is usually the best. Some radios need 
programming for your county while others auto-sense your location. For more information, go to: 

https://www.weatherstationadvisor.com/best-weather-radio-reviews/ 
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